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MEDICAL. 


From the Maryland Medical and Surgical Journal. 
NOTES ON THE YELLOW FEVER. 


BY 8S. C. LAURASON, M. D., U. S. NAVY. 








In September, 1842, while lying in the bay of Pen- 
sacola, the yellow fever suddenly made its appear- 
ance on board the sloop-of-war Levant, of which I 
was the surgeon. ‘The invasion of the disease was 
equally sudden and unexpected. On one day we 
were comparatively well, and in the evening had se- 
veral cases of fever, which continued to develop 
itself among the crew and officers, until, in the pro- 
gress of the epidemic, out of a compleinent of about 
one hundred and sixty souls, not more than fifteen 
escaped an attack in some form or other. The num. 
ber of deaths amounted to ten. ‘To be convenient 
to the hospital we proceeded to the gevy-yard. It 
being the opinion of the medical officers of the sta- 
tion, gentlemen of some experience in the disease, 
that the cause was in a great measure a local one, it 
was thought advisable to abandon the ship and re. 
move the crew on shore. A large, open, and com. 
modious timber.shed was accordingly converted into 
very suitable quarters. ‘This step, however, afforded 
no check to the progress of- the infection. Every 
night was marked by the occurrence of new cases, 
which were, as soon as practicable, conveyed to the 
hospital. For a few days the fever seemed to be con. 
fined exclusively to our ship’s company; but soon, 
however, sume fatal cases occurred in the town of 
Pensacola, and on board the French vessels lying in 
the bay. ‘This was evidence of the fact, that the 
rapid development of the disease among our crew 
was not altogether local, although, from the peculiar 
habits of men-of-warsmen, they were more suscepti- 
ble to the influence of the exciting cause, which, no 
doubt, existed in the atinosphere, and the character 
of which is altogether conjectural. There is a pre- 
valent belief in the inhabitants of Pensacola, that 
whenever, by reason of abundant rains in the sum- 
mer, the ponds in the vicinity are kept full, yellow 
fever never makes its appearance in the ensuing fall. 
However true this may have been in other seasons, 
it was not so in this, as there had been considerable 
rain, and the ponds were well filled, and the people 
confident of a healthy year. Another prevalent be- 
lief is, that whenever the winds in the early fal} blow 
steadily for some days from the north, fever is the 
inevitable consequence. ‘This is no doubt true, and 
accounts very well for the occasional miasmatic dis. 
eases which prevail, and which are caused by the 
north wind sweeping over a considerable extent of 
paludal surface, and we accordingly found that, du- 


ring the existence of the epidemic, these northerly 
winds were always attended by an increase in the 
number and violence of the cases. But this cannot 
account for the epidemic itself, for at other times the 
prevalence of this wind gave rise to miasmatic fevers 
of a different kind. The exciting causes of the epi- 
demic yellow fever are only conjecturally known, 
some believing them to be general and atmospheric, 
others to have a local origin. From my observation 
of the origin, progress, and termination of this epi- 
demic, I was led to believe that the poison of yellow 
fever (if, indeed, there was any specific poison, and 
of its existence I conceive the distinctive character 


of the fever to be a strong argument) existed in the’ 


atmosphere, and that subjection to any debilitating 
causes, such as exposure tu the heat of the sun, the 
chilly temperature of the night air, the committing 
of any excess, any source of grief or mental anxiety, 
lowered the resisting tone of the system, and thus 
predisposed it to yield to the effects of the poison. 
So certain a predisposing cause is exposure to the 
sun, that one would be almost disposed to locate the 
specific poison in fhe rays of that luminary itself. 
The carpenter of the Levant informed me, when first 
taken, that, in doing a job of work in the open sun, 
he felt the fever working within him. 

In speaking of this disease, my remarks are con- 
fined exclusively to what I saw as surgeon of the 
Levant, during the rage of the epidemic among the 
crew aud officers. With the exception of a few 
cases, which came under my personal attention 
throughout the attack, all were treated at the navy 
hospital. Of course these observations will be some- 
what desultory, and consist of what struck me as 
peculiar to the disease. ss 

I had never before seen a case of this fever, and 
was disposed to regard it as a higher grade of mala. 
rious disease, differing only in form and intensity 
froin the general character of bilious continued and 
remittent fevers; and I was accordingly deeply im- 
pressed with the well-defined destructive character of 
the yellow fever. 

The excessive pain in the small of the back, and 
the aching distress in the lower limbs, were strong 
pathognomic symptoms. The mildness or violence 
of these symptoms generally corresponded with the 
nature of the attack. The onus of the disease ap- 
peared to me to be seated in the stomach. @ he worst 
cases might, in some truth, be said to be violent gas. 
tro-enterites, terminating in the fatal and peculiar 
disorganization of yellow fever. The tongue, the 
index of the state of the stomach, presented an almost 
unerring prognostic of the form of the attack. If 
there was no irritability of stomach, or little or mo 





redness of tongue in the onset of the fever, although . 
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the other feverish symptoms were considerable, the at the naval hospital, induced oe Sag — 
yrognosis was favorable. A blister over the epigas- dore to request of Commodore Dallas the use o - 
‘ia seemed to act as a powerfu} resistant to the | naval hospital and the benefit of the eee 
peculiar disorganizing tendency. I am confident | Dr. Hulse, whieh of course was oe t st “ 
this state of things was arrested by a large blister to | exposure, resulting from the eer) eee o ~ 
the stomach of an officer, which presented all the ap. | movement, which caused the death o t pe’ fore 
pearances of a rapid approach to that condition, of surgeon. Confiding implicitly in the belie a 
which the black vomit is the fatal symptom. Ice is mospheric causes of the epidemic, they ee e 
a most useful agent, as soothing to the nervous exci- the Havana in the midst of it, and I believe — r 
tation as grateful to the heated stomach. a single man after leaving Pensacola, it being healthy 

The sudden development of this affection was | in the Havana at that time. 
sometimes remarkable, the individual being at once| The prophylactic measures during the torr 
seized with a chilly sensation, or nausea of stomach, | were plain. ‘They consisted in avoiding = ully 
while a moment previous he felt perfectly well. An much exposure to the sun; in having your seeping 
officer was seized at the dinner table, while in the apartments well guarded against any vicissitudes 
midst of the meal, with a sudden nausea, which was | which might happen during the night; ip avoiding 
quickly followed with the general symptoms in the | excesses in eating and drinking, and in keeping the 
mildest form, requiring no treatment beyond the ad- | bowels soluble ; these means, if placed in a erry 
ininistration of a simple calomel purge, and an atten. | to be attended to strictly, would, in all probabi a 
tion to regimen. In this case, it passed away like a| confer an immunity from the epidemic, erty “a 
simple paroxysm of a mild intermittent. Others | much, would wnaterially modify the attack. os 
were attacked in the afternoon, after having enjoyed | treatment adoptod all this fever was altogether a 
perfectly their appetites for dinner; others again | decidedly antipblogistic. It was never reer d - 
would retire to their beds perfectly well, and awake | employ blood-letting more than once ; peas was a de- 
in the night with all the symptoms of the disease, In | cided verctes the onset of the disease, Calomel asa 
the commencement of this disease one decided bleed- pargatsve'we found an invaluable agent ; and its oa 
ing, with a full calomel purgative, would almost be | timuance in sug !! doses, merely to keep up the action 
sufficient to break it up; whereas, if neglected for | on the bowels, without gia as “4 nena ene ainads 
twenty-four or thirty-six hours, it was apt to assume feng decidedly beneticial. ae loca means a a 
the worst form. ‘This is one cause of the great mor- | directed to the stomach, to stay the peculiar tendency 
tality of this fever, most porsons deferring the use of | Of its inflammation. Ice was probably the most ~ 
remedial means for a day or two. | cient as well as the tnost gratifying remedy to the 

I would take this occasion to remark, that, sume | patient, and the administration of calomel never in- 
years ago, I had an opportunity of seeing much of terfered with its liberal use. 
the marsh remittent fever, which has proved su de- | In most poser the cam and unclouded state of the 
structive to our army in Florida. It affected the | mental faculties, even while the doomed patient was 
crew of a steamboat, of which 1 was the medical of. | ejecting from his stomach in copious voluines the 
ficer ; and it was a much more serious and protracted | unerring evidences of approaching death, was re- 
form of fever, in the long run, than the present epi. | markable. ie 
demic—and as distinct and dissimilar as sinall pox The type of the fever varied as the epidemic de- 
from measles. clined. It appeared gradually to rise, attain its max. 

“The prognosis of yellow fever ix simple, depending imum, and then decline ; and the treatment varied 
on the mildness or severity of tue pathognomic symp- accordingly, but ouly in the more mild use of the an- 
toms. ‘Ihe most violeat cuse was a ipulatty man, tiphlogistic meant. After the first decided frost the 
who was suddenly struck down, while in attendance | yellow fever disappeared as suddenly as its first ~~ 
on an officer, about midaight on Saturday, by an| pearance, and the men were then affected with sim- 
alarming rigor, accompamed with most agonizing | ple intermittent, incident to the change of the sea- 
pains in the back and lower limbs, was conveyed to| sons. The convalescence in most cases was rapid 
the hospital on Sunday moruing, and died on Wed. | 4nd sure. In sume few, however, the attaek laid the 
nesday night. ‘I'he disease in vine cases out of ten | foundation of chronic diseases of the liver and sto- 
was mild, rarely contining tie patient more than a | Mach. About the latter part of November the crew 
week, and in the worst cases running its fatal career | Were all removed aboard, and it was with some ap- 
in four or five days. ‘Ine surgeon of the French | prehension on the part of those gentlomen who be, 
frigate was a melancholy instance of the latter; a | lieved the exciting cause of the fever to be more local 
young man of full habit and high health, who, on | than general, that we got under way from Pensacola 
Monduy xgorning, was in the enjoyment of his usual and proceeded to Norfolk. Nothing of any moment, 
health, and on Saturday we followed his corpse to its however, happened on the passage. : 
burial place in a strange and foreign land. 

A French frigate and brig were lying in the bay, 
in both of which vessels the epidemic made its ap- 
pearance. ‘I'he medical officers, inexperienced in 
yellow fever, adopted a simple saline treatinent, the 
imetiiciency of wich, in its resulis, when compared 














Tue U.S. Army.—The improved appearance of 
the soldiers of the U. S. army is a subject of general 
remark, Necessity, four years ago, compelled the 
enlistment of foreigners; this is now discontinued. 
The class of young native Americans who now fill 
the ranks have greatly improved the appearance of 








with the strong depletory measures used by Dr. Hulse | the troops.—New York American. 
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Foreign | Miscellany. 


Tue “ Hinpostan” Sream-Suirp,—'lhis steamer, it 
will be remembered, left Southampton on the 24th 
September for Calcutta. She arrived at Madras on 
the20th of December, having, including delays at the 
various intermediate ports of call, made the passage 
in 87 days. The time she was under steam was 
under 50 days, leaving 27 for stoppages and delays. 
She averaged 200 miles per day. She had 110 pas. 
sengers to the Mauritius, and landed 25 at Point de 
Galla, Ceylon. The Hindostan proceeded on to 
Caloulta, whence she was to sail.on the 14th of Jan- 
uary for Suez. Captain Moresby, the commander, 
gives the following account of her pérformance on 
the voyage from England to India: * ‘This vessel is 
uncommonly easy in a head sea and contrary winds; 
she then shows off her power and good qualities to 
advantage ; she neither rolls nor pitches much, steers 
well, and is easily managed in turning; sail when 
set does not increase her speed much, beyond what 
full power of steam will give her; it has one advan. 
tage—sail when sct, the vessel requires less steam, 
therefore a saving of fuel. With a beam swell she 
seldom rolls at all; when steaming head to sea and 
wind, is very dry on deck, and does not take in water 
forward—instance the voyage from Ascension to the 
Cape of Good Hope against a strong southeast head 
wind, she averaged against wind and current 190 
miles per day. ‘The northeast monsoon from Ceylon 
(Point de Galla) to Madras has been strong with a 
head sea against her and a current of 22 to 24 miles 
per day against her: yet she has made the distance 
in three days one hour.” 








Tur “Great Bairain.”-—At a meeting of the pro- 
prietors, held last month, the directors reported that 
the Great Britain is in a very forward state. The 
frame and hull are complete. The whole of the 
upper decks, as well as the decks of the forecastle, 
fore-eabins, and after-cabins, are laid and caulked; 
nearly the whole of the state-rooms, and other join- 
er’s work, is finished. ‘I'he forehold, afterhold, and 
iron coal decks before the boilers and abaft the en- 
gines are nearly finished. The boilers and funnel 
are fixed in their places, as are the cylinders, con- 
densers, air-pumps, and other weighty parts of the 
engines. To add to her strength and diminish the 
apprehension of fire, the decks and partitions of the 
body of the ship occupied by the engines, &c., will 
be fitted up in iron. Nearly all the masts and spars 
are made, and should nothing unforseen arise, she 
may be floated out within three months. [The di- 
rectors take good care that the public shall be kept 
in ignorance of their proceedings as much as possible; 
for they will not allow*any one to inspect the vessel 
or their works at Bristol, without an order signed by 
two directors, and a contribution of five shillings 
towards the sick fund of the workmen. Whoever 
heard of such a demand? Government allow the 
public freely to view all the works that are going 
forward in the public docks, and most of our first 
engineers will permit any respectable person to visit 
their works without such an extortionate demand. 
Lately a professional gentleman applied at the works 





for admission, and obtained an order from the manag. 
ing director for his admittance, but was told by the 
porter that he must first pay five shillings for his ad- 
mittance, which he very properly declined to pay, 
ind consequently left in disgust without seeing the 
vessel.— Editor Civil Engineer and Architect's Jour. 
nal.} 








Tue Largest Sream-Fricate in Tag Navy.—The 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty last year ap- 
proved of a plan submitted by Mr. Oliver Lang, mas- 
ter-shipwright of the Woolwich-dock-yard, of a 
steam-frigate on a far larger scale of dimensions 
and power than any hitherto constructed, and order- 
ed her to be built at Woolwich, and named the Ter- 
rible. It is now contemplated that this splendid 
steam-frigate shall be built at Deptford dock-yard on 
the same slip from which the Worcester 50 gun ship 
will shortly be Jaunched. She is to be of the follow- 
ing dimensions : 

Ft. in. 

Length between perpendiculars, - 226 0 

Keel for tonnage, boa - 196 104 

Breadth extreme, - ° . - 42 0 

Depth in hold, - - : - 27 0 

Burden in tons, - « - - 1847 


She is to be supplied with Maudslay and Field’s pa- 
tent double cylinder marine engines of 800 s.r. The 
cylinders will be 72 inches in diameter, and the erection 
of the enginesalone bas been contracted for at the cost, 
including the boilers, of the large sum of £40,250. 
The engine-room will be of the following splendid 
dimensions : 75 ft. long, 38 ft. broad, and 27 ft. deep; 
and the weight of the engines and requisite gear con- 
nected with them will be upwards of 500 tons. The 
diameter of the paddle-wheels is to ba 34 ft. by 13 
ft. in breadth. The coal-boxes will contain 800 tons 
of coals; and altogether this great vessel will far ex- 
ceed in length and other important points the largest 
ship-of-the-line ever constructed in this country,— 
Times. 





New Sreamer.—During the last month, a new 
steam-vessel, fittcd with a single engine of 30 horse 
power, has made several trips up and down the river. 
She has been built for the Waterman’s Steam Packet 

Company, by Mr. David Napier, of Millwall, whose 
two fast boats, the Eclipse and the Isle of Thanet, 
excited great attention on the Ramsgate and Margate 
station last year. The hu of the new vesssel is 
formed of iron, and has a false bottom, which forms 
a condenser, The steam passes into the condenser, 
and cold water under and over it. The machinery 
occupies a very small space, and the consumption of 
fuel does not exceed a ton and a half perday. With 
these very small means, Mr. Napier has succeeded 
in obtaining an extraordinary speed. Her ordinary 
speed with the tide is stated to be 18 miles an hour; 
but she is said to have actually proceeded down the 
river with the ebb tide at the rate of nineteen or 
twenty miles an hour. In one of her recent trips 
she performed the distance from London Bridge to 
Greenwich Hospital, exactly five miles in sixteen 
minutes, and on the following afternoon the same 
distance was effected in one minute less. She is to 
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be called Waterman No. 9, and is intended to ply 
between the Adelphi pier and Woolwich. 








p+ ll 

Inon Sutprs —Tue Iron Queen.—We find that iron 
ar a material for ship-building is fast gaming ground. 
For steamers iron has become a favorite for some 
time past, and there is not now one wooden steamer 
building at this port, while we observe that there are 
two iron ones of the first class nearly completed, and 
we understand that contracts are made for the build- 
ing of three more. We are also now satisfied that 
the only objection to sailing vessels of iron—namely, 
the getting foul during a foreign voyage—is complete. 
ly removed. Thiz ie proved by the result of two 
voyages by the Iron Queen. This bark, of three 
hundred and fifty tons registered, left the river Tyne 
in February 1842, with four hundred and twenty- 
four tons of coals for Havana, whence she went to 
Mobile for a cargo of cotton for this port. She has 
now completed another voyage, from this port to 
Galveston, in Texas, carrying three hundred tons of 
coals ont, and a full cargo of cotton home. She had 
been in the graving dock, where she was visited by 
many persons, and she is found not to have straimed 
a single rivet, although she struck heavily on Gal. 
veston bar. There is no appearance of corrosion, the 
red lead being fresh on the plates, and neither shells, 
barnacles, nor any foulness was on her bottom. This 
desirable result is caused by the single appplication 
of a compound of tallow, bright varnish, arsenic, and 
brimstone, which effectually destroys marine vegeta- 
ble and animal substances.— Liverpool Albion. 





Sream Propetter Apventure.—This Canadian 
propeller, now in port, is, both from her build and im- 
proved paddle-wheel or screw, worthy of the atten- 


tion of our citizens. It is something new to see the | 


British flag flying in this port, but we hope to see it 
often, if the vessels bearing it should coine upon the 
same peaceful errand with that of the Adventure. 
This steamer will, it is most likely, run between To 
ronto and Montreal. She has probably attained a 
speed as yet unequalled, we believe, upon the lakes 
by any other propellers. It was calculated that she 
would average eight miles per hour. She has how. 
ever, run between nine and ten. miles to the hour, 
and this under, it is thought, not the most favorable 
circumstances.— Chicage Express. 





Tue tatrest Comer.—A new comet has been dis. 
covered in Europe by the aid of a telescope, It was 
first seen, we believe, by one of M. Arago’s assist. 
ants, in Paris. On the 10th ult. it was seen by Dr. 
South, in London. The following notice of it by 
that gentleman, is copied from the London Times : 


Osservatory, Kensincton, May tl, 3 A. M. 

Sir: At seventeen hours twenty-one minutes, si- 
derial time, of May 10, I got a glimpse of the tele. 
scopic coinet; its right ascension was about twenty- 
two hours, two minutes, and twenty-nine seconds, and 
its north declination about twenty-five degrees, fifteen 
minutes, thirty seconds; but it was seen with so 
much difficulty with my five feet equatorial, that the 
observations must be regarded with suspicion. 


J, SOUTH. 


Novet SreamMer,—A steamer used in navigating the 
river Rhone, in France, is furnished with a large 
cast iron wheel, armed with strong teeth, whieh is 
so elevated or depressed as to touch the bed of the 
river—and when set im motion by the engine, it 
grapples with the bottom, awd thus materially assists 
the power of the paddle-wheels in stemming the cur- 
rent. 











Annoat Cost ov a Private Sotpser WW ENGLANp. 
The daily pay of a private soldier (foot) is ls., with 
Id. for beer. The daily pay of a life-gnardsman is 
ls. L14d., and the annual cost is £74 4s, 1 hd. per man, 
beside horse and allowanees, or £1 8s. 6d. per week. 
Dragoons, £56 lls. 5d. per annum, or £1 ts, $d. per 
week. Foot-guards, £34 68., or }3s.2d. per week ; 
infantry, £31 per annum, or I}s. 10d. per week. A 
regiment of horse soldiers, of about 360 men and 
officers, costs about £25,000 per annum, The wages 
of seamen in the reyal navy are £2 $28. per month, 
or 13s. per weck ; and £1 12s. or 88. per week more 
are allowed for their provision. 





Portsmouru Dock. ¥arp.—The Hon. Cap. Cerry, 
lone of the Lords of the Admirality, and Captain 
Brandreth, of the Royal Engineers, the Civil Engi- 
neer to the Admiralty, have visited this deck yard 
during the last month upon offieial business. H is 
understood that one of the objects they had in view 
was to ascertain the most eligible position at the 
north part of the yard to make a basin for steam. 
vessels of the largest class, as the Commissioners of 
the Admiralty have it in contemplation to make this 
port, as well as Woolwich, a rendezvous for the equip- 
ment of steamers. A site has been selected whieh 
it is considered will answer the purpose. 





We find the following in the Journal de la Somme: 
“An English nobleman, a short time ago, went to 
visit the convent of monks of La Trappe, at Piquigy, 
in this departinent. He was attended by the Abbé, 
who pointed out to him the several monks with whose 
history any interest was connected. Coming up to 
one of them he said: * You see here, my lord, an un- 
fortunate soldier, who, having been overcome with 
fear at the battle of Waterloo, deserted the field, arid 
ashamed at having thus lost his henor, came and 
buried himself in our order’ At this apostrophe, 
the ascetic became enraged with pride and indigna- 
tion ; his eyes flamed with fire, and his features were 
convulsed; but, recovering himself, he kissed the 
cross he wore, fell on his knees befese the Abbé, and 
then retired, pale and resigned, without uttering a 
word. The nobleman, affected by this painful scene, 
asked the Abbé how he could treat an unfortunate 
and repentant man so harshly? ‘I did it,’ replied 
the Abbé, ‘to prove to your lordship the empire that 
religion may gain over the mind of man. This 
brother was one of the bravest officers of the army, 
and on the field of Waterloo performed prodigies of 
valor. You saw the mental agony my false accu- 
sation produced; but, at the same time, you became 


witness of his self-government, resignation, and hu 
mility.’” 





~ 
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ENLISTMENT OF ALIENS. 





OPINION OF HON. BRISCOE G. BALDWIN. 





In tHe Court or Appeats or Va. 


a Richmond, Feb., 1843. 


Cottingham. 
* The error in the argument of the appellee’s coun- 


United States, 


own want of qualification. And so it is equally clear, 
as the act may be done through the instrumentality 
of an agent, that if he should transcend or neglect 
the instructions of his principal in regard to qualifi- 
cation, the latter is not obliged to repudiate the trans- 
action, but may sanction and confirm it without the 
concurrence of the other party to the engagement. 
Let us now inquire how far these principles are 
applicable to the case before us—and this must de- 





cil consists in treating the enlistment in question | pend upon the legislation of Congress on the subject. 


merely as a contract, and as subject exclusively to 
the principles affecting the validity of comtracts. A 
contract it undoubtedly is, in a certain sense, inas- 


much as it is an engagement between the parties for | 


a service to be rendered by one of them, in conside- 
ration of a compensation to be yielded therefor by 
the other. But it wants one of the usual requisites 
of contracts, a reciproca! obligation in regard to the 
subject-matter. On the one hand, the recruit is 
bound to serve during the full term of his enlistment ; 


but on the other, the Government is not bound to} 
continue him in service for a single day, but may dis. | 
listed by him for the term of five years, and mustered, 


miss him at the very first moment, or at any subse- 
quent period, whether with or without cause for so 
doing. it has, moreover, a feature not to be found 
in most contracts, namely, a power in one of the 
purties to compel specific performance from the other 
by the exercise of physical force. If the soldier de- 
sert, he may be recaptured and coerced to the dis- 
charge of his duty by corporeal restraint and punish- 
ment. These important traits of the engagement | 
result not so much from the specific terms of the | 
compact, as from the relation in which it places the 
parties towards each other; a relation of authority | 
and control on the one side, and of obedience and | 
submission on the other. It resembles in some re. 
spects the relation of inaster and servant, of the strict. 
est kind, between individuals, to wit, the condition 
of apprenticeship, or other indented servitude. And 
having regard to the circumstance that the Govern- 
ment is one of the parties, it bears, perhaps, a still 
closer resemblance to the relation arising out of an 
appointment to a post or place under the civil ad- 
ministration, though, from the nature of the service, 
involving a sterner and more despotic supremacy. 
In fact, the enlistment is an appointment by the Go. 
vernment of an individual to the lowest grade of 
military service, differing only from the commission 
to an officer, by the inferior rank, emolument, and 
duties, and the incapacity to retire by voluatary re- 
signation. It is commonly founded in compact, but 
not necessarily so; for the Government, as the ad- 
ministrative sovereign of the country, has an unques- 
tionable right, in certain emergencies, to call the in. 
habitants capable of bearing arms into its military 
service, and by some equitable rule to select from 
the whole number those best adapted to the purpose, 
and this without regard to their consent. 

Now, it cannot be doubted that the Government, 
like an individual, in regard to appointment to its 
service, may prescribe the requisite qualifications, 
and insist upon or waive them in its discretion ; and 


| 


The question may be considered as arising in the con. 
struction of the act of Congress of the 16th of March, 
1802, fixing the military peace establishment of the 
United States; for though there has been subsequent 
legislation on the subject, it has no material bearing 
upon the present case. The provisions of the 11th 
and 12th sections of that act are as follows: 

“Sec. 11, That the commissioned officers who 
shall be employed in the recruiting service to keep 
up by voluctary enlistment the corps as aforesaid, 














that the person appointed or selected has no right to 
selieve himself from his engagement by objecting his 


shall be entitled to receive for every effective, able. 
bodied citizen of the United States who shall be en- 


of at least five feet six inches high, and between the 
ages of eighteen and thirty-five years, the sum of two 
dollars: Provided, nevertheless, That this regulation, 
so far as respects the height and age of the recruit, 
shall uot extend to musicians, or to those soldiers 
who may re-enlist into the service: And provided, 
also, That no person under the age of twenty-one 
years shall be enlisted by any officer, or held in the 
service of the United States, without the consent of 
his parent, guardian, or master first had and obtained, 
if any he have; and if any officer shall enlist any 
person contrary to the true intent and meaning of 
this act, for every such offence he shall forfeit and 
pay the amount of the bounty and clothing which 
the person so recruited may have received from the 
public, to be deducted out of the pay and emolu- 
ments of such officer. 

“Sec. 12. That there shall be allowed and paid to 
each effective, able-bodied citizen, recruited as afore. 
said, to serve for the term of five years, a bounty of 
twelve dollars ; but the payment of six dollars of the 
said bounty shall be deferred until he shall be mus. 
tered and have joined the corps in which he is to 
serve,” 

These provisions, it will be seen, had a four-fold 
object: 1. To keep up the peace establishment of 
the army by voluntary enlistment. 2. ‘To encourage 
recruiting by a premium to the recruiting officer, and 
a bounty to the reervit. 3. To procure for the Go- 
vernment recruits best adapted to the service, and 
protect it against inadequate selections. 4. To pro. 
tect minors from their own improvident engagements, 
The protection to the Government was afforded by 
the legislative instructions to the recruiting officers 
and punishment for disobedience. The protection to 
the minor was extended in like manner, and still 
more effectually, by requiring the consent of his pa- 
rent, guardian, or master. No protection was fur- 
nished or contemplated for the adult recruit. None 
whatever was requisite or proper. His want of quali. 
fication is best known to himself, and his entering the 
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service is a fraud upon both the Government and its 
agent, if the defect be unknown to the latter; and if 
known, then it is an act of collusion with him to de- 
ceive and injure the principal. His conduct, instead 
of entitling him to protection, ought to subject him 
to punishment ; and accordingly, in the British re- 
cruiting service, by stat. 10, Geo. 4, c. 6, s. 34, 7 
Bac. Ab. 379, title, soldiers, letter A, he is justly ex- 
posed to very severe penalties. 

It will be seen that the qualifications prescribed by 
this act of Congress for the regulation of the recruit. 
ing officer, are, 1. That the recruit shall be effective 
and able-bodied. 2. That he shall be a citizen of the 
United States. 3. That he shall be at least five feet 
six inches high. 4. That he shall be between the 
ages of eighteen and thirty-five years. ‘These requi- 
sites were obviously designed for the benefit of the 
Government, and in order to obtain recruits best fitted 
for the service. ‘They are all placed on the same 
footing, without discrimination ; all based upon the 
idea of qualification alone ; all embraced in the same 
mandate, and all enforced by the same penalty. It 
is impossible to distinguish between the want of citt. 
zenship and the want of any other qualification ; and 
if a recruit be entitled to his discharge because he is 
an alien, he would be equally entitled to it because 
only five feet five inches and eleven-twelfths in height, 
or thirty-five years and one day old.* 

There is no better rule of interpretation than this, 
that ‘*no statute shall be construed in such manner 
as to be inconvenient or against reason.” If a re- 
cruit were to claim exoneration from the service on 
the ground that at the time of his enlistment he was 
under size, or under age, or infirm in body, would it 
not be a sufficient answer that the Government, in 
its discretion, waived the objection because he has 
since attained the requisite height or age, or had re- 
covered, or would probably recover, from his disease ; 
or because he possessed qualities which would iore 
than compensate for his alleged deficiencies? And 
so, if the plea be that of alienage, it is not enough 
to say that, though constrained to the admission that 
the native born or naturalized citizen must be sup. 
posed to possess greater valor and higher intelligence, 
and more approved fidelity than a mere stranger, yet 
there may be exceptions to the general rule ; and that 
in the particular case, the petitioner is a gallant and 
disciplined soldier, whose oath of fidelity when he 
took the bounty, and his long residence and connec. 
tions and interests in the country, furnish sufficient 
security for the faithful discharge of his duties. 

The law in no part of it is founded upon a sup. 
posed disability of the recruit to bind himself by his 
compact of enlistment. No such disability is recog- 
nized by the act even in regard to minors, but a mere 
protection granted to the immaturity of intellect, by 
requiring the consent of the parent, guardian, or mas. 
ter. Without that qualified exemption, boys of any 
age would be subject to enlistment in the army, as 
they are in the navy, not only without, but against 
the consent of their natural or legal protectors ; for 
the national sovereignty, in the exercise of its con- 


* The qualification as to height has been since abolished. Acts 
of Congress of 1338, p. 105, 
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stitutional powers, may overrule the municipal laws 
of the States in relation to the incapacity of infants. 
(United States vs. Bainbridge, 1 Mason’s Rep. 71.) 
An alien has no right, founded upon any principle, 
either of municipal or international law, to claim ex- 
emption from the consequences of his own voluntary 
engagement, whether for military or any other ser- 
vice. No one supposes that he labors under a disa- 
bility in this respect; for though by such a stipula- 
tion he may by possibility involve himself in difficul- 
ties in regard to his allegiance to his native sove- 
reign, that is a matter for his own consideration, and 
cannot affect the validity of his new obligation. If 
any authority were necessary for so self-evident a 
proposition, it would be found not only in the prac- 
tice of employing foreign mercenaries, which has pre- 
vailed amongst civilized nations in all ages, but im 
the doctrice as laid down by the most approved wri- 
ters, (Vattel’s Law of Nations, p. 363; 1 Chit. Black. 
370.) 

The rules by which the courts refuse to enforce 
contracts that are contrary to law, have no applica- 
tion to a case like this; for the contract of enlistment, 
if to be so called, is not obligatory upon the Govern- 
ment under any circumstances, and cannot, as has 
been shown, be the less obligatory upon the recruit, 
because he does not possess the requisite qualifica- 
tions. ‘The act of Congress does not in that event 
declare the enlistment to be void, or exclude the re- 
cruit from the service, but merely subjects the re- 
cruiting officer to punishment for his disregard of 
the legislative instructions. That the legal probibi- 
tion amounts to nothing more that this, is obvious 
from the consideration that the penalty is founded 
exclusively upon the actual misconduct of the offi- 
cer, for though its letter is broad, its spirit surely 
would not reach beyond the case of wilful disobedi- 
ence or culpable negligence: and such is the practi- 
cal interpretation given to it by tne War Departinent. 
(Army Regulations of 1841, pp, 126, 127.) 

Now, it would be a new principle to establish, that 
the misconduct of a public officer in the performance 
of an official act shali avoid the transaction, against 
the consent of the party aggrieved, and for the sule 
benefit of another pyrty in no wise prejudiced; and 
it would be still more strange, if the act prohibited 
to the officer has been procured without his conni- 
vance or default by the fraud of the party complaining. 

An what has been said, I have regarded the law of 
Congress as designed to regulate the recruiting ser- 
vice, with a view to the qualifications of recruits, 
and not as dictated by such weighty considerations 
as a fear of the public safety or a jealousy of Execu. 
tive power. If, in the legislative mind, the republic 
would be endangered by the foreign nativity, or the 
infirmity, or the debility of enlisted soldiers, a policy 
so grave would have been marked by decisive enact- 
ments, and not exhausted in petty penalties upon a 
subaltern officer. It is, moreover, remarkable, in re- 
ference to the unnaturalized inhabitants, that, by a 
fluctuating legislation, the policy of employing them 
has varied, not according to the hazard, but the uti- 
lity of thew military services; for the authority to 
enlist them has been given to the recruiting officer 
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in times of greatest peril, and withheld in those o/ 
greatest security. Thus, by the acts of 1802, 1308, 
and 1815, he ig directed to enlist able-bodied citizens ; 
but by the acts of 1811, 1812, 1813, 1814, the direc. 
tion is to enlist able-bodied men. (2 Story, Laws U. 
S., pp. 832, 1089, 1510, 1205, 1285, 1433.) And in 
another branch of the public defence, of not less im- 
portance and deeper solicitude to the nation, aliens 
are habitually and lawfully employed on that peri- 
lous field of her glory, where the treacherous merce- 
nary may find fit allies in the treacherous winds and 
waves. The act of Congress of the 3d of March, 
1813, “for the regulation of seamen on board the 
public and private vessels of the United States,” (2 
Story, Laws U. S., p. 1302,) throws light upon the 
present subject in two points of view ; for, in the first 
place, it expressly declares that, after the termina- 
tion of the then existing war with Great Britain, the 
employment of aliens on board all such vessels shal] 
be unlawful, and adopts the most decisive and vigo. 
rous measures, both precautionary and vindicatory, 
to prevent it; and then provides that the provisions 
of the act shall have no operation with respect tothe 
subjects of any foreign nations which shall not, by 
treaty or special convention with the Government of 
the United States, have prohibited on board of her 
public or private vessels the employment of native 
citizens of the United States. This act thus indi- 
cated on the one hand, that where a policy of utter 
and unqualified exclusion from the service exists, it 
is not left by Congress to a vague, indirect, and doubt- 
ful inyplication ; and on the other, that such a policy 
is never dictated by a puerile jealousy or a petty ap- 
prehension of danger, A case like the present may, 
I think, be safely left to Executive discretion, in the 
discharge of the constitutional duty to take care that 
the laws be faithfully executed ; inasmuch as the ex- | 
ercise of that discretion, in the one way or the other, 
can be no encroacliunent upon the legislative power ; 
for as the War Department may dismiss a recruit 
without cause shown, so it is no good cause for his 
dismission that he has practised an imposition upon 
the Government in regard to his qualification. This 
construction of the statute is, I think, in the truc 
spirit of the law, while the opposite would open the 
door widely to the vilest frauds upon the public ser- 
vice. It is proper, however, to say, in justice to the 
petitioner, that the record of this case furnishes no 
evidence of his having practised a fraud upon the 
recruiting officer. 

[ have considered the case as standing upon the 
footing of an original enlistment, inasmuch as it does 
not appear from the record that the petitioner’s re- 
enlistment was into the company or regiment to 
which he belonged at or about that time. If such 
were the fact, there could not be even a plausible ob- 
jection on his part to the validity of his engagement, 
because the acts of Congress of the 2d of March, 
1833, and the 5th of July, 1838, give a bounty to 
‘every able-bodied non-commissioned officer, musi- 
cian, or private soldier, who may re-enlist into his 
company or regiment within two months before, or 
one month after, the expiration of his term of ser- 





vice,” thus dispensing with all other qualifications. 


‘Sess. acts of Congress of 1833, 5. 3, p. 72, and of 
1838, S. 29, p. 105.) 

Whether the irregularity of re-eplisting into a dif- 
ferent company or regiment would affect the ques- 
tion of qualification, I deem it unnecessary to consi- 
der; my impression is, that it would not. However 
that may be, these acts serve to confirm the convic- 
tion, that in the legislation of Congress on this sub- 
ject, citizenship has never been regarded in any other 
light than as a mere qualification, 

I am of opinion that the judgment of the circuit 
court ought to be reversed, and the appellee remanded 
to the service. 





More or THe Haseas Corpus.—Yesterday morn- 
ing one of the crew of the U. S. ship Independence, 
named George C. Boonton, who enlisted in June, 
1840, and who was in double irons on board that ves- 
sel for striking an officer, was brought before the Re- 
corder, and his discharge claimed on the ground that 
his term of service had expired, It appeared that his 
term of enlistment had expired on the 7th instant; 
but two or three days previous he had struck one of 
the officers, for which he was put in irons, and it 
was intended to take him to Norfolk for trial before 
the court martial sitting there. Upon a hearing of 
the case, the Recorder decided that as the offence 
was committed while he was regularly enlisted in tire 
United States service, he must abide by the conse- 
quences of his folly. He was accordingly remanded, 
but had hardly reached the ship when a second writ 
was taken out, returnable at 4 P. M. before the same 
functionary; and this time he claimed to be dis. 
charged on the ground that he was illegally enlisted, 
being a minor when he signed the articles, and having 
done so without the consent of his parents. ‘This was 
abundantly proved, and the Recorder ordered him to 
be discharged on that ground, deciding that the strik- 
ing his superior officer was, by his being illegally 
enlisted, nothing more than a mere assault and bat. 
tery committed by a civilian, who was amenable to 
our laws.—N. Y. Courier. 





Important Decision.—United States vs, William 
P. Zantzinger and others. These were suits ou a 
purser’s bond, which occupied the circuit court for a 
fortnight, and were decided yesterday. The Govern- 
ment claimed $8,881 72, and an account of off-sets 
was pleaded in bar, amounting to $16,879 19. The 
verdict of the jury was for the Government in the 
sum of $8,253 32, with interest from May 31, 1843. 

Several important questions were decided by the 
court during the trial ; among which were: 

Ist. That a purser in office and under bond, when 
the act of Congress of March 1, 1817, was passed, 
failing to give the new bond required by*that law, is 
put out of office by force of the law, without any ex. 
press removal by the President. 

2d.*That a purser is not entitled to commissions 
on the disbursements of public money, made in the 
discharge of the ordinary and appropriate duties of 
his office. 

Exceptions were taken in order to carry the case 
to the Supreme Court.--Madisonian, June 16. 
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From the New York Journal of Commerce. 

THE CASE OF COMM’R MACKENZIE. 

On the 15th April, we stated that ** we had learned 
from an undoubted source that although the decision 
of the court martial in Captain Mackenzie’s case was 
technically in favor of acquittal, a majority of the 
members, viz: seven out of twelve, were of opinion 
that the charges, or some of them, had been proved,” 

Captain Mackenzie, considering this publication 
not only injurious, but believing it incorrect in point 
of fact, commenced a prosecution against us for libel; 
his counsel stating that they had no vindictive feel- 
ing to gratify, and no wish for pecuniary satisfac. 
tion. 

We were as desirous as Captain Mackenzie to as. 
certain the truth of the case, and for that purpose 
arrangements were made to expedite the taking of 
testimony. 

We publish below the result of the examination of 
Captain McKeever, one of the members of the court. 
It proves that our information was erroneous, the 
vote of the court being nine in Captain Mackenzie’s 
favor, to three against him; and on the first charge 
the three last voting with a very material qualifica- 
tion. 

Commodore Downes’ testimony has also been ta- 
ken. It agrees substantially with that of Captain 
McKeever, upon the three charges. 

Under these circumstances, we take great pleasure 
in publishing the testimony. The facts having been 
ascertained, it has been deemed by all the parties 
unnecessary to prosecute the investigation further, 
and the suit is now discontinued. 





Second. Were you a member of the court martial 
convened at Brooklyn in or about the month of Feb. 
ruary, in the year one thousand eighg hundred and 
forty-three, for the trial of Commander Alexander 
Slidell Mackenzie, and did you act in that capacity ? 
Were you present on the twenty-eighth day of March, 
i843, or thereabouts, when the said court martial 
came to a decision upon the matters submitted to 
them ? 

Answer. I was a member of such court martial. 
I was present at the time referred to. ! 

Third. How many members of the court were 
present, and what were their names. 

Answer. ‘I'welve: Captains Downes, Read, Bol- 
ton, Sloat, ‘Turner, Storer, myself, Page, Gwinn, 
Wyman, and Commanders Ogden and Shubrick. 

Fourth. What was the vote of the said court upon 
the first charge, to wit: that alleging that the said 
Alexander Slidell Mackenzie had been guilty of mur. 
der on board a United States vessel on the high seas? 
It being intended hereby to inquire how many votes 
were given in the affirmative, that the said charge 
was proven; and how many in the negative, that the 
said charge was not proven. Please to state how 
you know the fact. 

To this question the witness objected that he was 
not bound to answer, and insisted that by the terms 
of the 36th article of the act of Congress of the 23d 
of April, 1800, entitled “ An act for the better go- 
vernment of the navy of the United States,” he was 
precluded from giving evidence in this cause. 

By the act in question, the following oath is ad- 
niinistered to members of a naval court martial: 





SUPREME Avex, Suipert Mackenzie, 
COURT. vs. 


Davip Hae eT AL, 

An order having been made in this cause, on the 
22d day of May last, to examine Isaac McKeever, 
Esq., a Captain in the navy of the United States, as 
a witness de bene esse on the part of the plaintiff, a 
summons was issued in pursuance of such order, and 
both the said order and the said summons being made 
returnable before his Honor William Kent, Circuit 


Judge, on Wednesday, the 24th day of May, the par. | 


ties by their counsel, as well as the said witness, 
attended before the circuit judge, at the time afore- 
said. And the said witness thereupon asking for an 
adjournment to advise upon his duty in the preinises, 
the said examination was adjourned to Tuesday the 
30th day of May, at half past six o’clock, P. M., at 
the residence of the said circuit judge. At which 
last mentioned time and place the parties, by their 
counsel, as well as the said witness, attended before 
the circuit judge, and the plaintiff’s counsel then put 
the following question, the witness being first sworn 
in the causem 

First, What is your name, age, and profession or 
occupation? Do you know the parties in this suit, 
or either of them, and whom ? ° 

The witness answered, reserving his right to object 
to the course of proceeding, or to any question that 
might subsequently be put. 

Answer, Isaac McKeever, age forty-eight, captain 
in the navy of tfe United States. I know the plain- 
tiff. Ido not know either of the defendants. 








“J, A. B., do swear or affirm what I will truly try 
| without prejudice or partiality the case now depend- 
ing, according to the evidence which shall come 
before the court, the rules for the government of the 
‘navy and my own conscience, and that I will not by 
any means divulge or disclose the sentence of the 
court until it shall have been approved by the proper 
uuthority, nor will I at any time divulge or disclose 
| the vote or epinion of any particular member of the 
court, unless required so to do before a court of jus- 
tice in due course of law.” 

The witness referred to the statute, and submitted 
himself to the direction of the court, 

After argument and advisement, the circuit judge 
decided that the witness was bound to answer, and 
‘in deciding the point, remarked, “that he had been 
| unable to perceive any ground legally exempting the 
witness from answering this question. He was ex. 
atnined in due course of law, in a suit pending in the 
Supreme Court. Though a suggestion had been 
made that the suit before the court was an amicable 
one, nothing had appeared to distinguish it from ordi- 
nary cases, daily occurring before the sane tribunal. 
The record was produced, showing an action for Jibel, 
regularly conducted, and in which the parties were 
represented by their respective attorneys, and in the 
present examination opposing counsel appeared to 
conduct the investigation. ‘There was nothing in 
the nature of the suit, and nothing appearing to the 
court, or of which it could take notice, to authorize 





the judge to interfers and impede the usual course of 
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exumination. If then the present was a legal suit on 
a prima fucie cause of action, and rightfully pending 
in the Supreme Court, and if the witness was éxam- 
ined on a point relevant to the issue joined, the judge 
said he could find nothing in the oath which Captain 
McKeever had taken as a member of a court martial, 
nor could he discover any other legal reason, which 
authorized the court in excusing him from answer. 
ing the question. The examination was conducted 
in pursuance of the provisions of the revised statute 
directing the testimony of witnesses about to depart 
from the State, to be taken before a judge out of 
court. Captain McKeever was in command of the 
United States ship Independence, now lying in the 
port of New York, liable to leave the State in a few 
hours, and although no time was fixed for the depar- 
ture of the ship, the witness admitted that the vessel, 
and himself as her captain, might be ordered to sea 
on any day, and that the vessel was now ready to go 
to sea; that Commodore Stc wart, the commander of 
the squadron, was expected to arrive and assume the 
command this evening ; and witness says he is liable 
tobe ordered to sea at any moment. ‘The question 
proposed did not require the witness to divulge the 
vote or opinion of any particular member of the 
court, and if it did, the exception in the oath of the 
member of a naval court martial seems to remove 
every legal objection to the answer. It was conceded 
that the sentence kad been approved by the proper 
authority. With every disposition, the judge re- 
marked, to protect the rights and to respect the scru- 
ples and delicacy of the members of the court, he 
was unable to discover any ground on which he 
could excuse the witness from answering the inter- 
rogatory. 





The witness then answered to the fourth question | 
as follows: I have kept no notes; I answer from | 
memory merely. On the first charge nine members | 
voted that the charge was not proven; three voted | 
that it was proven in the second degree—by this I 
understood them to intend that the act was proven, 
but without malice. 

Fifth. What was the vote of the said court upon 
the second charge, to wit: that alleging that the 
said Alexander Slidell Mackenzie had been guilty of 
oppression ? and specifying that that oppression con- 
sisted in hanging Puilip Spencer, Elisha Small, and 
Samuel Cromwell, It being intended hereby to in- 
quire how many votes were given in the affirmative, 
that the said charge was proven, and how many in 
the negative, that the said charge was not proven. 
Please to state how you know the fact. 

Answer. I answer from memory, On the second 
charge, nine members voted that the charge was not 
proven; three voted that it was proven. 

Sixth. What was the vote of the said court upon 
the third charge, to wit: that alleging that the said 
Alexander Slidell Mackenzie had been guilty of in- 
flicting illegal punishment, and specifying that such 
illegal punishment consisted in hanging Philip Spen- 
cer, Elisha Small, and Samuel Cromwell? - It being 
hereby intended to inquire how many votes were 
given in the affirmative, that the said charge was 





proven, aud hew many in the negative, that the said 


charge was not proven. Please to state how you 
know the fact. 

Answer. 1 answer from memory. Nine members 
voted that the charge was not proven, three that the 
charge was proven. It is possible that on this charge 
eight vcted that the charge was not proven, and four 
that it was proven. But my strong impression is, 
that on all the charges the vote stood nine for not 
proven, three for proven. 

If there were four who voted that this charge was 
proven, one of the four also voted that the act was 


justified by necessity. 1. McKEEVER 


Cross-examined by the counsel for the defend} 
ants, 

Q. How was the vote of the several members 
taken ? 

A. Viva voce, 

Q. Was it audibly pronounced by each in your 
hearing as it was given? 

A, It was. 

Q. Are you entirely sure that as to the first charge 
the vote stood nine to three? 


A, Ton, Fam I. McCKEEVER. 
Sworn before me, this 5th day of June, 1843. 
WM. KENT, Circuit Judge. 





U. S. Scnooner Grampus.—The following corres- 
pondence, which we find in the Charleston Courier, 
extinguishes almost the last ray of hope for the safety 
of the Grampus. It has been made public only in 
consequence of the general interest felt in the fate 
of this unfortunate vessel and her gallant officers and 
crew : 

Cuareston, Juxe 3, 1843. 

Sir: On the 11th March last, my son, Passed Mid- 
shipman I, Stockton Keith You, was permitted to 
pay us a short visit of two days from on board the 
United States schooner Grampus, which was at that 
time cruising off our bar. My son left us on Mon- 
day night, the 13th, in a pilot boat, and returned on 
board the Grampus. He told us when he left us that 
we might expect to hear from him from Norfolk, 
about the 10th of April, but we have not been favor- 
ed with a letter from him since he left Charleston, 
Reports are in circulation that great fears are enter- 
tained for the safety of said vessel. It will be a great 
relief to myself and family if we could learn any 
thing about her destination, 

I am, with great respect, &c., 

JOHN C. YOU. 
Hon. A. P. Ursnur, Secretary of the Navy. 


Navy Department, June 6, 1843. 
Sir: Your letter of the 3d instant contains the 
latest authentic information that has reached the 
Department from the United States schooner Grain 
pus. No letter has been received from Lieutenant 
Downes since he sailed from the Chesapeake in Feb- 
ruary. 1 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. THO. SMITH. 
Acting Secretary of the Navy. 
Joux C. You, Esq, Charleston, S. C. 
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From the Baltimore American. 

U.S, Frying Arntittery.—Perhapsthe most promi. 
nent object of attraction at the late military encamp 
ment at Frederick was the splendid corps of light 
artillery under the command of Major Rixaco.p. 
The extraordinary degree of perfection to which this 
corps has been brought, in the precision and wonder. 
ful celerity of its drill and maneuvres, is well known 
to our citizens, and the impressions made upon the 
admiring spectators at Frederick appear to have been 
as strong and favorable us they have becn elsewhere. 
The editor of the Virginia Free Press, who was pre. 
sent, thus speaks on the subject : 


The Frederick Encampment.—The great attrac. 
tion of the encainpmeut and the field, the ** observed 
of all observers,” was the company of U. S. flying 
artillery, from Fort McHenry, commanded by Major 
Samuel Ringgold, aided by his accomplished Licu- 
tenants Churchill, Tompkins, and Wise. It may not 
be out of place here to say, that Major Ringgold is a 
son of the late Gen. Samuel Ringgold, of Washing. 
county, (Md.,) who was for many years the repre- 
sentative of his district in Congress, 

But we set out to notice the parades of this corps. 
To say that the sword exercises was as perfect as 
practice could make them, would perhaps be saying 
all that is necessary. Every body was gratified, and 
that is enough. When mounted, then was mani- 
fested the approbation of thousands. But when 
carcering over the field, with eighty-four high.mettled 
steeds, conveying their cannon and ammunition 
wagons from point to point with a celerity and regu- 
larity hitherto unknown to plain “country folks,” 
the shout of admiration burst forth from every tongue. 

When the order was given to take post at an oppo. 
site point, the sound of the bugle put eaeh charger 
up to his mettle, and in an instant the ficld was tra- 





versed, the guns were separated from the fore wheels, 
eight rounds aere fired, the parts were re-united, | 
aud the horses remounted by the gunners, (five to, 
each piece) all in the space of a single minute of time! } 
‘The last feat, however, was pronounced the best. | 
‘The cannons were taken from their carriages, the} 


wheels froin their axles, and the men were quietly | 
seated upon them, as if at rest. The order being 
given, and the bugle sounded, every thing was re-| 
joined and refitted, and each of the four guns fired | 
off, in forty-seven seconds ! 


We learn from the Frederick Examiner that at a 
general meeting of the officers and members of volun- 
teer companies, held at the encampment on the 9th 
instant, the following preamble and resolutions were 
adopted : 

Whereas, it is understood that by the act of Con- 
gress passed at the session of 1842, to reduce the 
regular army, the ratio of reduction has had the ef. 
fect of diminishing the number of privates in the 
companies of light artillery to such a degree as ma. 
terially to impair their efficiency for actual service; 
and, whereas, we, the citizen soldiers assembled at 
‘Camp Frederick,” regard it as the more incumbent 
on the General Government to preserve and sustain 
this arm of national defence by reason of its singular 








, class of vessels in the service. 





energy and the long training and discipline necessa- 
ry to enable it to operate with effect—now, therefore, 

Resolved, That we consider the light artillery as 
an important arm of the national defence. 

Resolved, That the exhibition of its powers and 
capacity as manifested by the exercises of the admi- 
rably drilled and disciplined corps under the com- 
mand of Major Samuel Ringgold, U. 8. A., strongly 
recommended it to the favorable consideration of 
Congress. 

Resolved, That we do unanimously and earnestly 
urge upon Congress the duty of increasing the num. 
ber of privates in the companies of the light artillery 
now established by law so as to remove the embar- 
rassment they at present labor under from a deficien- 
cy in the number of men. 

‘Resolved, That the above resolutions be signed and 
published, and that a copy thereof be communicated 
to the President of the United States, with a request 
that he will press the subject of which they treat 
upon the favorable consideration of Congress. 

Resolved, That a copy thereof be also transmitted 
to the Secretary of War, and another to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the United States army. 

JAMES M. COALE, Chairman. 
CHAS. MAGILL, Ass’t Chairm’n. 
Tuomas G. Harais, Secretary. 





Stoops-or-War.—The keel of a sloop-of-war is 
laid at the navy-yard in Charlestown, and the vessel 
will probably be completed without any unnecessary 
delay. She will be constructed according to the 
plan and under the direction of Samuel Pook, the 
naval constructor on this station, and will be of the 
largest class, about a thousand tons burden, and ra- 


ting twenty guns, but carrying from twenty-four to 
| twenty-six. 


This is undoubtedly the most valuable and efficient 
They are corvettes, 
with powerful batteries, good quarters, comfortable 
accommodations for officers and crew, and (or ought 
to be) first-rate sailers. We rejoice also to learn, that 
a heavy sloop.of-war is to be constructed at each of 
the large naval stations, according to models fur- 
nished by the constructors at each of those stations. 
We hope that neither the chief naval constructor nor 
the heads of bureaus will interfere in the building of 
these ships, but that each constructor will be encou- 
raged to carry into execution his evn plan; and we 
do not doubt that among them we shall find at least 
one that will unite all the desirable qualities in a 
sloop-of-war, and will serve as a model for vessels of 
that class in future. 

With regard to the inferior class of sloops-of-war, 
such as the Yorktown, Preble, Decatur, Dale, and 
Marion, it is to be regretted that any money was 
ever expended in their construction ; it is absolutely 
thrown away. They are unfit for cruising, and of 
little service for carrying despatches, and uncomfor. 
table vessels in every respect. Commodore Jones, 
in a letter to the Secretary of the Navy, dated on 
board the frigate United States, at sea, September 
12, 1842, alluding to the Dale and Yorktown, on the 
Pacific station, pronuunces them ‘* comteimptible little 
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humbugs;” and in anothyr letter, dated August 31, 
1842, he says: 

«« The introduetion of third class sloops-of- war, like 
the Dale and Yorktown, mounting only sixteen guns, 
into our navy, at this time, is the strangest idea that 
ever entered the head of naval men. France and 
England are getting rid of every sloop in their navies 
that does not mount twenty-two 32-pdunders, inclu- 
ding at least two Paixhan guns, while our Navy 
Commissioners are wasting the public treasury by 
building third class sloops, fit for nothing but to dis- 
grace our naval character, and to swell the list of 
captures made by our enemies. On this station, af 
this very moment, England has one, and France two, 
new sloops, mounting each twenty-six guns; and 
England is now cutting down many of her 32.gun 
frigates, and converting them into sloops mounting 
twenty-six medium 32.pounders. One of them, the 
‘ Curacoa,’ has just been relieved by the ‘ Carysfort,’ 
ov this station.”—Boston Mercantile Journal. 





Horriste Desriretion.—We find the following 
from Mahon, (Balearic Islands,) April 21, in the Ga- 
zette des Tribunaux : ‘ 

“This morning our port presented a sad and strange 
spectacle, All the poor of the town (and they form 
nearly a third of the entire population) were assem- 
bled at break of day. ‘The greater nuinber blocked 
up the quay of customs, while others were swimming 
in the basin of the port, or were moving about in 
boats, of which-they had taken forcible possession. 
Towards eight o’clock the squadron of the United 
States, which had been here for a fortnight, and par- 
ticularly two transports belonging to it, threw into 
the sea an immense quantity of old biscuit. ‘The 
poor who were swimming and in boats picked them 
up, and soine of them, so great was their hunger, ate 
them at the time, although saturated with sea water. 
Soon afterwards the commandant of the fort came 
up with a considerable force, and compelled the poor 
to retire to the interior of the town, which they did, 
uttering imprecations against the director of the cus- 
toms. The cause of this scene was as follows: The 
American squadron having to renew its provision of 
biscuit, the commandant proposed to the municipa- 
lity to offer it as a gift to the indigent, The offer 
was accepted, and the director of the customs was 
applied to for permission to land the stale biscuit free 
of duty. ‘This was refused, and the commandant of 
the squadron, wishing to clear out his biscuit this 
morning, threw it into the sea, as has been stated. 
It was truly painful to see persons of all ages and of 
both sexes struggling in the water to catch a mouldy 
biscuit, and devouring it at once,” 





Sus-Marine Boos, —Professor Grant made a splen- 
did failure yesterday afternoon, in attempting to blow 
up the hull of the Susquehannah, moored in the river 
opposite Gretna, by means of his sub-marine explo- 
sive bomb. Between fifteen and twenty thousand 
persons were present. The cause of the failure, we 
understand, was the breaking of one of the connect- 
ing wires by the force of the current. The experi- 
ment will be attempted again very soon.—New Or. 
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WASHINGTON. 


PDO IS eee ee 


THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 1843. 
A GALVANIZED STEAMER. 


Besides the sloop-of-war that has been or- 
dered to be built at the Washington navy-yard, 
we understand preparations are making also 
for building an iron man-of-war steamer. She 
is to be galvanized. We have not understood 
what isto be her size—smaill though, we hope. 
This business of steam men-of-war is new, 
and our true policy with regard to it is con- 
tained, in the Spanish refran, poco a poco, se- 
nores. In the building of the Mississippi and 
Missouri, we have overshotthe mark; precisely 
as we did in laying down the keels of so many 
74s just after the war. ‘There was the Inde- 
pendence 74. She performed one short cruise, 
we think it was; and to be of any service had 
to be razeed down to a frigate. ~There is the 
Washington, 74; she has been once to the 
Mediterranean and back, and she has now to 
be broken up as not worth repairing. ‘I'here 
is the Franklin, 74; she has been one cruise 
to the Pacific, and a short time in the Medi- 
terranean. She is hogged, and is now about 
to be sent round to Boston, (if the New Yorkers 
will let her, for they have been making great 
efforts to retain her there,) o be cut down into 
a frigate. ‘Then there is the Columbus, 74; 
she has also performed but one or two cruises, 
in a life-time of twenty odd years, and will, 
when she returns, perhaps, never perform 
another as a ship-of-the-line. There’s the 
magnificent 120 gun ship, the Pennsylvania, 
rotting at her anchors; and we have heard 
doubts expressed as to whether she would even 
now be seaworthy; at all events, it is ® ques- 
tion which in all probability will never be put 
to the test, unless we should have war very 
speedily. The Ohio has been in the water 
for twenty odd vears, and has been one cruise. 
The Delaware is now abroad, and the North 
Carolina is at New York. Besides these, 
there are on the stocks, where they have been 
kept since the war-fever for 74s subsided, the 
Alabama, the Vermont, the Virginia, and the 
New York. Any two of these could have 
performed twice the service that has been re- 
quired of them all put together. And so far, we 
have been quite as unfortunate with steamers. 
The old Fulton got as far once, we believe, as 
Sandy Hook; she put back, and laid at the 
navy-yard wharf for years, until she was ac- 
cidentally blown up. Her modern namesake 
isan egregious failure, is not seaworthy, and 
will never repay the navy or the country for 
the consumption of one day’s fuel. The Mis- 
sissippi has proved too expensive, and has 
shown the country that “ it costs more than it 
comes to,” by a long shot, to keep her at sea; 
therefore, she has been put out of commission 








and laid up. ‘The Missouri, after the same 
order, has been made the subject of the most 
silly experiments. She also will teach a simi- 
lar lesson—that large steamers, like large 
ships, are not the thing. We have no colonies 
abroad at which we can found naval stations, 
and erect depots and magazines for the safety 
in war of our man-of-war steamers on the 
other side of the globe. If we have them 
never so large, they must always turn home- 
ward for fuel in war. This being the case, 
we want small ones rather than large. The 
cost and expense of the Mississippi and Mis- 
souri would build and keep in commission 
some ten or a dozen small ones, of three or 
four hundred tons each. In peace, each one 
of these would answer all our purposes quite 
as well as the largest; and in war, all of them 
together would be much more efficient and 
desirable than the two large ones. But in ex- 
pressing our preference for small steamers 
over large ones, we wish distinctly to pnt ina 
caveat against those who have been tinkering 
with the Missouri having any thing to do with 
hull, engines, boilers, furnaces, or smoke-pipes 
of the one about to be built. Being of iron, 
too, it is an experiment; therefore, we repeat, 
poco a poco, caballeros. Do not let the navy 
be bled to death with experiments. Let her 
be of the smallest class of war-steamers, so if 
there should be a failure about her, or any 
great mistake, or any room for improvement, 
or any new discoveries which may injure her. 
mets the or render her unserviceable, let the 
loss fall lightly, where losses have been so 
frequent and so heavy—as Jack would say, 
‘“euse them off handsomely.” Economy is 
the word now. It is the only thing, and that, 
too, of the most rigid kind, that can save the 
navy. As good citizens, as friends of- the 
navy, we go for it; and whatever is at vari- 
ance with it—henceforth, whatever is wasteful 
or extravagant in naval expenditures, it shall 
be our highest duty to expose and rebuke. 





Tue Presipent of the United States, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, arrived in Washington on 
Saturday last at noon. Their return was has- 
tened by the sudden and lamented death of 
Mr. Lecarr, Judge Uprsuur has been ap- 
pointed Secretary of State ad interim, and it is 
probable avill retain that important office per- 
manently. Mr. Hensnaw, of Boston, is 
spoken of as his-successor. 





The Norfolk Beacon of Tuesday last states 
that the naval court martial sitting on board 
the U. S. ship Pennsylvania, has got through 
with all the cases before it. 





The keel of the sloop-of-war ordered to be 
built at Brooklyn was laid on Thursday last 
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Bur EAU OF MEDICINE AND SuURGERY.— | Cise, and are taught reading, writing, and arithmetic. 
Several papers have announced the removal of} The present marine consists of 98 vessels, among 








Dr. Barton from the office of Chief of the | which arc 1 ship.of-the-line, 2 frigates, and 4 sloops, - 


Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. We cannot | carrying 476 guns aud 3,546 men, The ship-of-the. 
learn that any such removal bas taken place.|!ine has been used asa Naval Academy for some 
Dr. BarTon has been on avisit to his family | "™e past, and is stationed at Rio, where the “ Cain. 
in Philadelphia, and has now returned. to| Pista,” one of the frigates is employed for marine ex- 
Washington. cises, There are lying in ordinary 5 frigates, 3 
sloops, 1 barque, 2 brigs, I schooner, &c., many of 

Notice has been given that a Convention of| which, however, are unfit for service. A large fri- 
the officers of the Army aud Navy and others| gate, sloop, and brig are on the stocks. The guns 
interested in the promotion of Christianity in | used are on the old model, and require to be replaced 
the several branches of public service was to|throughout by pieces of modern construction. The 
have been held in New York yesterday. Cie- | Government has detefmined to abstain from bailding 








neral Scorr was expected to preside. ships-of-the-line, considering a fleet of steam vessels 
to be far more eligible for a country possessessing so 
‘THE BRAZILS. vast an extent of coast and inland navigation, The 


The Empire of the Brazils is girded round by nature | arsenals require much greater extension, and the sys- 
with water, and, having the Amazon and Paraguay | system of labor needs to be radically reformed ; for it 
for a vast portion of its frontier, is, in all senses, a} is all done by the hand, and therefore deficient in 
peninsula. It possesses, indeed, all the elements, but| cheapness, power, and capability. The yearly ex- 
capital and population, necessary to convert it, by| penditure on the navy is 597,317,000 ries, or about 
the construction of canals, into a magnificent island, | £350,000.— United Service Magazine. 
eight or nine thousand miles in circumference... The 
Government itself is become fully sensible that mari- | ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, PARIS, APRIL 10. 
time predominance should be the object of its policy; | 2 
and has made a beginning, by fixing upon Villa, P!8®CTION OF THE TAILS OF COMETS. LETTER FROM M. 
Maria, at the confluence of the Jauree and Paraguay, ee ee 


as the nursery of its naval and military power. At} «The first mention of the direction of the tails of 
this spot several sinall ships-of-war have already been | 


comets in a sense opposed to the sun, is generally 

constructed ; its vicinity abounds in timber; the | attributed to the German astromoner Apian, who 
waters of the Paraguay are navigable at all seasons jived about the middle of the sixteenth century ; but, 
of the year as low down as the walls of the fortress _ from the following passage extracted from the annals 
of Coimbra and the other fortified points on the lower _ of the dynasty of ‘Thang, which lasted in China from 
branch of that stream, Nature has also opened a| the year 618 to 907 of eur era, it appears to me to 
fine line of water-communication as high up as San) belong to the Chinese astronomers. 
Paulo, which will, at no distant day, be secured) «Jn the section describing the heavens, connected 
against the wandering savages on its right bank, by) with the annals of this dynasty, (Thang-sse, of the 
the aid of war steamers. ‘The Brazils are, indeed,| Royal Library,) the description of a comet observed 
replete with naval resources; the surface affords in-| on the 22d March, 837, and the following days, ie 
exhaustible supplies of timber, and beneath it, as in-| terminated by these words: ‘In general, when a 
exhaustible mines of iron; the southern districts pre-| comet (literally a brush) appears in the morning, then 
sent a broad expanse of soil, peculiarly adapted for) j¢ ig directed towards the west; when it appears in 
the cultivation of flax and hemp; the coal-districts| the evening, it is directed towards the east. This is 
are extensive; and charcoal, sulphur, and saltpetre)] «The term brush, by which the comet is here de- 
rank among its native pr@Juctions. The day will signated, is the most ordinary Chinese name. It re- 
come when resources such as these will no longer | lates evidently to the ‘ail, whilst the nucleus is called 
lay dormant; they are deficient only in pine-timber, | 77, the body, and which is spoken of separately. 
the Araucan fir being the only wood of this species} The passage which I have just cited, and the 
which it produces; but the country is rich in soils, | entire description of the comet observed in 837, are 
fitted for the transplanting and rearing of any kind | contained in the researches respecting ancient appa- 
of tho pine family which may admit of being turned | ritions of Halley’s comet, which I had the honor to 
to the best account. present to the Bureau of Longitude some months ago.” 

The naval department of the Empire is efficiently} M. Arago remarked on the above interesting com- 
organised ; and there is no lack of officers, the latest | munication : ‘The curious information obtained from 
list giving their numbers at 275. These are consti-| the annals of China, by M. Biot, will, beyond doubt, 
tuted of a Vice-Admiral, 2 Commandants of Squad. | take its place in the history of astronomy hereafter ; 
rons, 6 of Divisions, 12 Captains of ships-of-the-line, | but it can never efface the observations of Apian. 
22 of frigates, 61 Captain-Lieutenants, and 113 Su- | 'I'hat astronomer did not bound himself by saying only 
perior, and 58 Sub-Lieutenants. ‘The Marine-Artil-| that the tail of a comet situated to the east of the 
lery, when at its complement, musters 1,202 men:/sun was invariably directed towards the east after 
but at present 486 only are employed. The seamen | parting from the nucleus, and that the tail of a comet 
form 8 companies, of 760 each; they are trained to| to the west was to the west, but he declared that the 
the firing of guns, and to land as well as naval exer- | axis of the tail prolonged passed through the sun.” 
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An Inrenestinc Grour—The Bostun Coutier pub- 
lishes:the following as a correct list of the venerable 
Revolutionary soldiers who attended the celebration 
of the 17th, with their ages respectively : 
Phineas Johnson, the Thomas Stanwood, - 
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PT December 3, 1753, and now resides in 
Tioga county, New York. He performed a journey 
of over four hundred miles to attend this celebration. 


——_ —--— — 


A SUBLIME SCENE. 


oldest patriot pre- = Ephraim Marsh, - - 76) A citizen “ Erie, Pennsylvania, writing to 
Jaga tterington, 7 William Wieera °"e - the Erie Observer, thus describes a scene which 
Alpheus Bigelow, BS" Seach Elimt’. ', - Bl he witnessed on Lake Erie on Sunday morn- 
Levi Harrington, - 83 John Palmer, . . - 78)!2; between 10 and 11 o'clock: 
oo, ew . = ne WO ses aie a) “The line of the horizon upon the water was as 
Jonah Cleveland. ~ 89 Joly Tienes pips on distinetly marked as the boundaries upon a map, 
Jesse Smith, .- - -88 N.Shaw, - - - - 79 without an intervening object in view beyond the 


88 
88 
87 
87 


’ Philip Bagley, - - 
Needham Maynard, - 
Roger Plalsted, - - 
Enos Reynolds, . .- 


land upon this shore. Yet, at an apparent elevation 
above the horizon of nearly two degrees to its water- 
line, a ship appeared in full and perfect view—hull, 
masts, and rigging all in order, and moving majesti- 


Josiah Fletcher, .- - 
Nathan Fisk, - - .- 
Benjamin Robbins, - 
John Scott, . . .~ 





Joseph Stephens, - 86 Jonathan Bourne, - 76 : 
Nehemiah Porter, - 85 John H. Seawards, . 84 cally through the heavens. At an elevation some- 
James Harvey, - - 83 Seth Thomas, ~. - 89! what higher (say two and a half degrees above the 
Josiah Hobbs, - - 81 Elisha Seott, - . . 85 horizon) appeared a faint outline, which, from its 
Josiah King, - - - 81 Samuel Woodruff, ~- 83 


shape, was supposed to be Long Point, distant about 


William Morse; .  - 81. Nathaniel B.Le 82 
peer, ty mer ee 79 thirty-five miles, and consequently requiring an ele- 


vation above the water-level here of nearly seven 
hundred feet to be seen without the aid of refraction. 


Jacob Merrill, Pi: 
John Howard, .- - 


84 
88 


Joseph Jenkins, . . 
Obadiah Albree, . ~. 79 





a ame 86 Sylvester Dana, - ~ 74| Between the horizon and the vessel, as well as for 
Thomas Farisbte, - 82 John Taylor, - . ~ 85 : ‘ t 
Josiah Haskell, ae Lakin . . aa several degrees above her, the appearance was that 


Abijah Dresser, . - 92 Nathaniel Sherman, . 78) °* **Y clear of clouds, but dimly obscured by a light 











ry. Edmund Nason, - - 87 Joseph Smith, ~ ~ 90 Must. 
se! John McClintock, - 82 Nich.Van Rensselaer, 88; “I have several times before now seen Long Point 
Boi oo Small, - - - 86 Matthew Gregory, - 85! from this shore much more distinctly than on the 
Ay = a ste es ’ oe ‘present occasion; but it was then accompanied by a 
hig” Somuel Smith” fap Joseph pein "= g] | continued appearance of the water to its very beach. 
‘an Flisha D. Williams, - 85 Joseph Sylvester, . 79, The singularity of the present case is, that the water 
belt Samuel Downing, - 76 Oliver Johonnot, . - 83 disappeared beyond the horizon, while the opaque 
| William Emerson, - 83 William Bliss, - ~ 54 objects alone were refracted, giving them the appear- 
See atnger ° 82 Joshua Reed, . - - St ‘ance of being suspended in mid-air. A ‘ mirage’ like 
Rufus Kingaley, Jaa gang “Cell : a that of the Arabian desert is often seen in our western 
Samuel Lord,  . - 84 William Makepeace, 80, wilds, but it is very seldom that the refraction of our 
Adams Wheelock, - 80 Levi Morse, . ~. ~ 81 atmosphere brings to view such scenes as the above. 


H. Bicknell, - . - 
Ephraim Hunt, . - 


81 
80 


Mark Greene, «. .- 
George Fishley, - - 


John Shoals, - - - 84 Samuel Young, . - 87 
Eben Choate, - . - 78 Joseph Eveleth, . - 87 
Danicl flolden, -. - 79 Bradbyll Livermore, 79 
Josiah Gorham, - - 83 Ebenezer ‘Tappan, ~- 82! 
Chandler Russell, - 79 Reuben Leigi.ton, — - 81 | 
Simeon Draper,.- - 79 B.Kremington, - ~ 84! 
Ebenezer Storer, - - 85 Nathaniel Berry, - - 


Josiah Harvey, - ~- 78 Daniel Ross, - ~. ~ 86 


Benjamin Sullivan, - 82 Joseph Kilpatrick, ~- 80 
John Cheney, - - - 80 Abram Rose, - ~. ~ 84 
Luther Carey, - - 82 Alexander Black, ~- 82 


Levi Robinson, ~. ~ 89 

Total number present, 107. 

The first four of these gentlemen were contbatants 
at Lexington and Concord ; Mr. Johnson was also at 
Bunker Hill, and the next eleven likewise belonged 
to the troops who so gallantly held the slight and 
temporary redoubt against the regular forces of Bri- 
tain. ‘The others took part in some one or more en- 
gagements during the revolution. Captain Josiah 
Cleaveland, above mentioned, was not only at Bun. 
ker Hill, but in the battles at Harlem Heights, White 
Plains, ‘Trenton, Princeton, Monmouth, and York. 
town, at the capture of Cornwallis. 
volunteer under Colonel Putnam, and was afterwards 
in Sullivan’s brigade. He was born in Canterbury, 


He entered as q 





In other climates, where refraction accompanies re- 
flection, several views of the same objects have been 
seen in the sky, so that upon the top of one would 


appear its counterpart with the apex reversed.” 





Great Te.escore. —Messrs. H. M, Paine & Co., 
at South Leicester, inform us that they are now en- 


54) gaged on a reflecting telcope, whose foeal length 


measures forty feet, diameter of the speculum twen- 
ty-five inches. It will be completed in August nest, 
and is said to be the largest in the world. It is en- 
tirely of American manufacture, the lenses being 
ground by themselves, and all the work done on their 
premises. We will simply ask those interested, 
whether the fund recently raised for the purchase of 
a telescope and other astronomical instruments for 
Harvard University, is intended to encourage Ame. 
rican enterprise, or is it to be a tribute acknowledg- 
ing the superior skill of European opticians ?— Mas. 
sachusetts Spy. 





Tue Sus-Marine ‘l'evescore, invented by Mrs. 
Mather, of Brooklyn, has received the unqualified 
approbation f several officers of the navy. At the 
next session of Congress it will undoubtedly be 
adopted for the U. S. navy.— Exchange paper. 
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ofl HEE". 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Orpers, Apbsutant GENERAL’s Orrice, 
No, 39. Washington, June 24, 1843. 

The following order received from the War De 
partment announces to the army the melancholy in- 
telligence of the death of the distinguished Hues 
Swinron Lecare, Attorney General, and Secretary 
of State ad iaterim, of the United States : 

* War Department, June 24, 1843. 

“The President of the United States directs that, 
as a mark of respect to the memory of the Hon. 
Hucu Swinton Leaare, Attorney General, and Se- 
cretary of State ad interim, of the United States, who 
died at Boston, Massachusetts, on the 20th instant, 


appropriate military honors be paid throughout the 
army. 





GENERAL 


“SAMUEL HUMES PORTER, 
“ Acting Secretary of War.” 


The officers of the army, in common with their 
fellow.citizens, deeply regret this national loss; but 


June. 





ORDERS, 
0—Lieut. A, L. Baldwin, order to brig Bainbridge 
revoked. 
Midshipmen A. J. Drake, C. M, Morris, and B. 
. M. Westcott, ship Independence, New W ork. 
Mid. Geo. P. Welsh, sloop Levant, Norfolk. — 
Mid. Clark H. Wells, Sioop Levant, Norfolk. 
21—P. Ass’t Surgeon R. Woodworth, naval hospital, 
Pensacola. 

P. Mid. Win. B. Muse, rendezvous, Norfolk. 
23—Capt. J. Percival, order to command of the 
Franklin suspended till further orders. 

Mid. J. Wilkinson, receiving-ship, Norfolk. 
24—Master Thos. Goin, detached from rendezvous 
New York, and leave four months. 
Mid. J. G. Strain, order to the Macedonian re- 
voked. 
26—Lt. C. G. Hunter, leave one year, with permis. 
sion to remain in Europe. 
Licut. G. M. Hooe, order to the Macedonian 
revoked, and leave two months. 
Mid. Henry Ashton, sch’r On-ka-hy-e, Norfolk 
27—Mas. Mate Wm. H. Burns, navy-yard, Phila. 
Mid. C. W. Hays, schooner On-ka-hy-e. 
P. Mid. J. B. Randolph, detached from Depot of 
Charts, and leave one month, 





the bright example of the statesman in the path of 
honor and distinction still remains equally for the 
emulation of the virtuous civilian and soldier. | 

In obedience to the commands of the President, | 
funeral honors will be paid to the memory of the de. | 


ceased at the several military posts of the army. |. 


Guns will be fired every half’ hour, and the national | 
flag be displayed at Lalf staff, from sunrise to sunset, | 
on the next day after the receipt of this order. 
The usual badge of mourning will be worn on the 
left arm and on the hilt of the sword for six months. 
By order: R. JONES, Adjutant General. 


7ru [nrantry.—The troops now stationed at the | 


barracks below the city, with the exception of a small 
detachment left to guard the public property, 


remain in camp during the sickly season. Five offi- 
cers and ninety-six non-commissioned officers and 


privates coinpose the foree—Captain Moore,in com. 
mand.—New Orleans Picayune, June 28. 


VAY’. 

GENERAL ORDER. 
Navy Derartment, June 23, 1843, 

The Honorable Hugu Swinron Lecare, Attorney 
General, and Secretary of State ad interim, of the 
United States, having departed this life at Buston on 
the 20th instant, as a mark of respect for the emi- 
nent talents, the distinguished public services, and 
the exemplary life of the deceased, the President has 
directed that the following ceremonics be observed 
on the day after the receipt of this order, at all navy- 
yards and navy-stations, and on buard every vessel 
of war of the United States navy in commission : 

The flag to be hoisted at half mast from sunrise 
until sunset. 

Seventeen minute guns to be fired, commencing 
at noon. 

All officers of the Navy and Marine Corps to wear 
crape on the left arm for thirty days. 

A. THO. SMITH, 
Acting Secretary of the Navy. 














June. APPOINTMENT. 


23—C. Eversfield, Assistant Surgeon. 














Vaval Intelligence. 


U. S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 


New Orveans, June 16.—The U. 8S. sloop-of-war 
Ontario, which has been lying some time in our port 





as a receiving-ship, will sail to-morrow evening for 


Norfolk. During the stay of the Ontario among us, 
the gallant commander and officers have elicited the 
respect and esteem of the community by their cour. 
teous and unassuming demeanor.— Bee. 

Brig Oregon, Lt. Com. L. M. Powell, sailed from 
Pensacola, ou Tuesday, 6th instant, on a survey of 


will the coast. 
wg | 
proceed to-morrow to Pass Christian, where they will | 


Steamer Union, Lt. Commd’t Hunter, left Phila- 
delphia, on Wednesday, 21st inst., for Norfolk, where 
she arrived on Saturday last. 

Home Squapron —Ship Falmouth, Comm’r McIn. 
‘tosh, arrived at Port au Prince, May 31, and sailed 
| June 3, on a cruise south side of Cuba; arrived at 
‘Tybee, below Savannah, on the 17th, bound to New 
| York. Officers and crew all well. 

The following is a list of her officers: 

Commander, James McIntosh. 

Lieutenants, J. Colhoun, J. P. McKinstry, C. 
Green, and §. J. Shipley, acting. 

Acting Master, Mid. J. H. Moore. 

Purser, S. Ramsey. 

Surgeon, John A, Lockwood. 

Assistant Surgeon, L. J. Williams. 

Prof. of Mathematics, W. S. Fox. 

Midshipmen, E. Renshaw, G. E. Morgan, J. M. 
Kell, T. J. Miller, S. P. Griffin, J. G. Whitaker, and 
F. Kellogg. 

Acting Boatswain, J. Featherson. 

Gunner, P. W. Richardson, 

Sailmaker, John Peed. 


List of officers of the U.S. brig Bainbridge, which 
sailed from Hanipton Roads on Tendon, June 22: 

Lt. Commd’g, Zach. F. Johnston. 

Lieutenants, J. W. Revere, Chas. Thomas. 

Acting Master, G. W, Grant. 

Purser, G. H. White. 

Assistant Surgeon, Joseph Beale. 

Midshipmen,, R. W. Shufeldt, E. S. Stiles, R. Js 
D. Price, J. E. DeHaven. 

Captain’s Clerk, Wm. Laird, jr. 
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Brig Dolphin was towed down the river from New | ASON, Carpenter U. S. navy, to Miss JOANNA 
Orleans on the 10th inst., on her way to Pensacola, | P., eldest daughter of Wu. D. Bet. 
where she arrived on the 15th, and was to sail about! At St. Augustine, on the evening of the 15th inst., 
the 25th for Norfolk direct. by the Rev. Avexanper McCuune, Captain JOHN 
Sc Bozer, Lt. Com, Bullus, arrived at Key |'T. SPRAGUE, U.3. army, A. D.C., to Miss MARY, 
West, on the 18th inst., from Matanzas; all well;|daughter of General W. J. Woatu, U.S, army. 
to sail next day for the Bahama lle. Fy ————— 
Mepirerranean Squapron.—Ship Delaware, 74, 
Captain C, 8S. McCauley, arrived at Deaths. - 
Frigate Congress was at Leghorn, May 23, all 
well. The following is a list of her officers: 
Philip F'. Voorhees, Esq., Captain. 
Lieutenants, Robert L. Browning, Thornton A. 
Jenkins, Richard Bache, David D. Porter, William 


























In Philadelphia, on the 15th inst., Mrs. CuarLorre 
Hi., aged 30, wife of Commander Iienry A. Apams, 
of the U. 5. navy. 

OnWPhursday, 22d inst., at Governor’s Island, New 
York harbor, Hien De Wirt, eldest daughter of 
Captain W. A, Tuornron, U. S. Ordnance Corps, 
aged six years and three months. % 

Ou the 8th-inst., at the navy-yard, Pensacola, after 
an illness of a few hours, aged 13 months, Mary B., 
only daughter of Commander George N. Hoxuins, 
U.S. navy. 


Acting Master, Benjamin S, Gantt. 

Surgeon, Thomas L. Smith. 

Purser, Benjamin J. Cahoone. 

Marines, Ist Lieutenant, Benjamin E. Brooke ; 2nd 
Lieutenant, John C. Grayson. ? 


Assistant Surgeon, Samuel Jackson. “pad : : 
Professor Mathematics, John Pierce, jr. At Newport, R. 1, Commander EDWARD S. 


mre" nt * JOHNSON, of the U, S. navy, in hi th year. 
Passed Midshipman, William M, Caldwell. At the nijyed, Gana te. om joan Spl 
Midshipmen, Edmund R, Colhoun, Robt. C. Rog. | Huau Mencer, infant son of Dr. W. F Parron U. 
ers, John Q. A. Crawford, Edward Simpson, Edward | s rs ah mn nnilimeeill hn me a. 
Brinley, William H. Reily, A, W. Habersham, ‘Thos. | “* “™ y = ys. 
C. Eaton, William W. Holmes, David Porter McCor. |= ie a Sein — 
kle, Lehinan P. Ashmead, Thomas Scott Fillebrown, | FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE. 


man, Joseph I. Friends. John H. Byebur, a PLORING EXPEDITION, by its Commander, Lt. 
iam R. Mercer, Charles C. Bay yeh Join D. Lange Charles Wilkes, with a chart, showing the tracks of 











horne. : ithe vessels, 
Captain’s Clerk, Francis H. Fleming. mo 2} #28 
Purser’s Clerk, Henry B. Walker. BITUMEN: its varieties, properties, and uses, 
Ship Marion, Lt. Commd’t Brent, left Hampton compiled tromvarious sources, by Lieut. H. Wager 
Reads on Thu ast, for Boston. | Halleck, U.S. Corps of Engineers, under the direc- 


Recacirs.— Upwards of one hundred recruits from a0 dlirpotnit. pene ys Vane rt 
Philadelphia and Baltimore principally for the U. S.|| SUMMARY OF ‘THE PRINCIPAL CHINESE 
frigate Macedonian, arrived at Norfolk, on Thursday PREATISES upon the culture of the Mulberry and 
the 24th inst. We learn that they are fine healthy | the rearing of Silk Worms. ‘Translated from the 
looking fellows, and many of them first rate mechan. | Chinese. 


ics.— Beacon. THE ELEMENTS AND PRACTICE OF RIG. 
- | GING AND SEAMANSHIP. Illustrated with 
PASSENGERS. 


several hundred e::gravings. In two quarto volumes, 

Sr. Aueustine, June 10, per steamer Col. Harney, | Of nearly three bundred pages each. London, 1794, 
from Tampa Bay, Paymaster P. Muhlenberg, Major One copy; complete, in good condition—price six 
W. Seawell, Lieutenants Jos. Selden and C. Gates, | dollars. 


all of the army. et QUARTEKLY ARMY AND NAVY REGISTERS.—The 
June 14, per steamer Gen, Taylor, from Savannah, | army Register will be issued an February, Bigg, August und Nu 
Lieutenants 8S. Van Vileit, Smith, and J. Pope, | vember, of cach year; aud wiil contaus, besides the usual matter 
f the arm j a the vtticial Kegister, the stations of each officer, the head 
re) he army. quarters of eaclr regiment, the garrisons of every post and 
Savannan, June 18, per steamer Gen. Taylor, from arsenal, the names of military storcheepers, chaplaus und sut- 
St. Augustine, Lieut. S. Van Vliet, of the army. | lers, a lst of cadets at the mniitary academy, and such other mfor- 


- le: ° . | MALOU as Muay appear useful or desirable. 
June 15, per steam-packet Cincinati, from Pilat- (One reason ie tatalaes the Army Register on the above named 


ka, Dr. Van Buren, of the army, lady, and servant. mouths, is, that the August number witli contain the hist of giadu- 
ates of the year, and their assigiument to corps or regiments. | 
a “| ; ; r ; 
the Navy Register, to be issued in January, A July and Oc- 


. tober, wilt Contain the matter usually found in the official Register 
Marr tages. with the addition of the names of officers at the seve ral jaan and 


stations, including the cival establishments, and on board our ves- 
sels of war, 


At Mahon, (Island of Minorea,‘on the 3d of May,| ‘The price will Le to subseribers fur the series, one ayea 

by the Rev. Wu. G. Jackson, GUSTAVUS HALL » gt gett Copies 37 1-2 cents, b. HOMANS. 

SCOTT, Lieut. L. S. navy, to JULIA P., daughter| ——— 

of Purser JoHN N. Toop, of the navy. N y= VARY AND NAVAL MAGAZINE for three years— 
At Athens, Georgia, on the 8th inst., by the Rev.| ., , wary doadocd peters UF eT enone eneale 

N. Hoyt, D. D., Lieut. LEWIS S. CRAIG, U.S.| jan. 19-u ; B. HOMANS. 

army, to ELIZABETH, third daughter of the Rev. 


: : : RMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE, for five years—from 1836 
Axonzo Cuurcn, D, D., President of the University to 1840—ten volumes, half’ bound, and whet ; for sale, at 


of Georgia. ; j $12 50 per set, ip sheets. or 615 perset, bound. Any volume or 
In Fauquier county, Va., on the 8th inst., by the | number may be had separately. 


Rev. Puitie Stavcurer, Joserpn Travis Rosser, of | 2%: 19 B. HOMANS., 
Petersburg, Va., to Miss Mary WaLKeR ARMISTEAD, ILITARY LAWS OF THE U. S., Compiled by Col. ‘T- 
daughter of General Armisreap, U. S. army. soapy «Ay S. Army, full bound, $2 50, in boards $2 

At Newark, N. J., on the 13th inst., Lieut. AU- op oy a _— B. HOMANS. 
GUSTUS 8S. BALDWIN, of the U. S. navy, to} —— E art ts) =, 
ELIZABETH W. KINNEY. I> PRINTING of every description promptly 
In Boston, on the 14th inst., Mr. JOHN A. DICK-|and neatly executed at this office. 


















































